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Introduction: Moving on from IBM i 7.1

d it is no longer supported by IBM. 

But what does end of life mean to you, if you’re still running 

anything. 
applications will continue running on your existing hardware, and your IBM i 7.1 partition will 
continue running your business. i 

M POWER hardware and i 
running, you can continue running your businesses on i 7.1.

B M i 
ss. 

g to run IBM i 7.1 past end of life, 

benefits associated with either staying on IBM i 7.1 or m  7.2 or 7.3 
operating systems. 

 companies can approach their own IBM i 7.1 end 
e from IBM i 7.1 to either IBM i 7.2 or 

7.3. 

The Risks in Continuing to Run i 7.1

gh the operating system has reached 

in sidebar 1. 

Costs and Risks in upgrading to IBM i 7.2 or 7.3

associated with migrating your IBM i 7.1 installation to IBM i 7.2 
 when migrating to i 7.2 or 7.3.

Hardware considerations for IBM i 7.1 upgrade

While hardware maintenance isn’t affected by i 7.1 EOL, the hardware you are running on will 
affect your i 7.1 to IBM i 7.2 or 7.3 upgrade. Here are some ways that your existing IBM POWER 
hardware will affect an i 7.1 upgrade.
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Sidebar 1: 

nd o  tandard  technica  upport -

igher operating y tem upport co t  -

 i  withdrawing o tware upport or a   i program  
that are icen ed under the i .1 operating y tem  un e  you 
purcha e  er ice ten ion or i .1 -  

NetServer 7.1 file shares are no longer supported with 
Windows 10 OS - 

 

IBM i 7.1 will expose security issues with Apache 2.2 
and IBM i ciphers - 

       

New functionality available in i 7.2 or 7.3 isn’t 
supported in i 7.1 - 

i  
 

 
contract or go without hardware maintenance at
that time.

  
  

 
 i  to

 machine
w  one year.

 
  

run 

  upgrade
  i  on an

   
hardware maintenance in  year and a

 
 i  

   
 you can upgrade it  

 

https://www-03.ibm.com/services/supline/products/ExtendedSupport/iSeries.pdf
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•  
 a test partition that you can

test  
 processor to run a second partition for testing the upgrade.

•  
supporting multiple  to either a
hardware y companies with

anaging

•  than was needed for any 
 

 requires more  
internal code will cause your system to crash. 

 machine

 system. 

M or
 machine and upgrade your operating system will

need to secure a separate maintenance contract for the used machine.

issue.

machine that will
of

software maintenance and three years of hardware maintenance included in the purchase
price.

 machine
running in the cloud. Moving to a hosted solution transforms your capital costs for purchasing
new hardware into monthly or quarterly operational costs.
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lient  be

installed on your upgrade machine.

ted aft
ou will  as you migrate

  IBM stopp
support on  defect support

 ng to
 

ther and 7.3  
s  hat will need to be
replaced in an 

IBM i 7.  -

IBM i 7.3 -

 st as older ersions of licensed programs are not supported on i
 

your third-party 
iring

 

 
another package.

An IBM i 7.1 Upgrade Checklist

When upgrading from i 7.1 to 7.3, there are some known compatibility issues in both IBM i 
licensed programs and in your third-party application software, including the following:

http://www-01.ibm.com/support/docview.wss?uid=nas8N1022039
http://www-01.ibm.com/support/docview.wss?uid=nas8N1022036


1.  near-term
plans to upgrade your production environment off IBM i 7.1 to a different operating system and

a.
b.  

year or two.

2. If you’re planning to upgrade IBM i 7.1, do you need to purchas  7.1
contract until you’re able to migrate to another application an

a.

3. If you’re unable to upgrade your i 7.1 operating system due to temporary situations such as seasonal
factors, budget constraints, or other issues, do you need to purchase an IBM Service 

4.

5. Do you have companion partitions for development, quality assurance, web serving, high availability, or

a. reate an upgrade list that details the order in which you will migrate each partition to 7.2 or
7.3.

b. In general, people will migrate their development, quality assurance, and high availability
partitions before they migrate their production environments to a new operating system.

6. epeat all the steps in this checklist for every IBM i 7.1 partition you will upgrade to i 7.2 or 7.3.

7. eview the following IBM i document for IBM’s recommended steps for an upgrade and perform all
 hardware capital

requirements

a.
i.

b.
i.

8. Determine whether all the partition’s third-party software will run on IBM i 7.2 or 7.3.

a. Survey your third-party vendors to see if their products are supported and able to run on i 7.2 or
7.3 and what their 7.2/7.3 compatibility requirements are.

b. Determine your replacement or upgrade strategy for any third-party package that is not
compatible or supported on i 7.2/7.3 (i.e., whether you will upgrade your third-party package or
replace it with another product).
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Figure 1: A Simple IBM i 7.1 Upgrade Checklist

http://www-01.ibm.com/support/docview.wss?uid=nas8N1020288
https://www.ibm.com/support/knowledgecenter/ssw_ibm_i_73/rzahc/rzahc1.htm
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9.

10.

a. new   
 

b.

11.  hosted 

12. ware to support an upgrade to
      

a.
or 

c.
d. l resources.

     
      

a. ition on your hardware or
hosted machine

i.  
 

ii.  
 

c.
upgrade.

d.
e.

a. Work with your cloud provider on your migration and upgrade process.

https://www.ibm.com/support/knowledgecenter/en/ssw_ibm_i_72/rzahc/rzahcupgradeorreplace.htm
https://www.ibm.com/support/knowledgecenter/en/ssw_ibm_i_72/rzahc/rzahcupgradeorreplace.htm
https://www.ibm.com/support/knowledgecenter/en/ssw_ibm_i_73/rzahc/rzahcupgradeorreplace.htm
https://www.ibm.com/support/knowledgecenter/en/ssw_ibm_i_73/rzahc/rzahcupgradeorreplace.htm
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